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DATA REPORTING QUALIFIERS- ORGANIC 
 

 
 
 

For reporting results, the following “ Results Qualifiers” are used: 
 
 
Value  If the result is a value greater than or equal to the detection limit, report the value 
 
U Indicates the compound was analyzed for but was not detected.   Report the 

minimum detection limit for the sample with the U, i.e. “10 U”.  This is not 
necessarily the instrument detection limit attainable for this particular sample 
based on any concentration or dilution that may have been required. 

 
ND Indicates the analyte was analyzed for, but not detected 
 
J  Indicates an estimated value.  This flag is used: 

(1) When estimating a concentration for a tentatively identified compound 
(library search hits, where a 1:1 response is assumed.) 

(2) When the mass spectral data indicated the identification, however the result 
was less than the specified detection limit greater than zero.  If the detection 
limit was 10ug/L  and a concentration of 3 ug/L was calculated report as 3 J.  
This is flag is used when similar situation arise on any organic parameter i.e. 
Pest, PCB and others. 

B  Indicates the analyte was found in the blank as well as the sample report as  
“12 B”. 

 
E Indicates the analyte ‘s concentration exceeds the calibrated range of the 

instrument for that specific analysis. 
   
D This flag identifies all compounds identified in an analysis at a secondary 

dilution factor. 
 
P This flag is used for Pesticide/PCB target analyte when there is >25% difference for 

detected concentrations between the two GC columns.  The lower of the two values is 
reported on Form 1 and flagged with a “P”. 

 
N This flag indicates presumptive evidence of a compound.  This is only used for 

tentatively identified compounds (TICs), where the identification is based on a 
mass spectral library search.  It applies to all TIC results.  For generic 
characterization of a TIC, such as chlorinated hydrocarbon, the flag is not used. 

 
A This flag indicates that  a Tentatively Identified Compound is a suspected 

aldol-condensation product. 
 
Q  Indicates the LCS did not meet the control limits requirements 
 
 


